
.................... _____________________________ .. ____________________ __ 
97 

John Barnard House 
The front of the house is true to the original. It was unpainted. 

The next farm (the first fu]J farm in Waitsfield) was the John Barnard property. John Barnard 
came to Waitsfield in 1792 with his wife, Mary, and their daughter, Lydia, and son, Rufus. These 
two children were the only survivors of the 10 children Mary had borne. John Barnard built the 
home c. 1795. He owned a large tract of land which extended across Mad River and the North 
Road. The farm house and a barn still stand on the west side of Route 100. John Barnard was 
one of the founders of the Congregational Church in Waitsfield and served as one of its deacons 
until his death in 1813. He was on the committee that organized the town in 1794 and served as 
the town's first treasurer. 

John Barnard was accompanied by his younger brother, Samuel. Samuel established a farm 
on land he purchased from his brother across the river on Lot 118. John's sister, Elizabeth, and 
her husband Daniel Wilder, also moved to Waitsfield in 1795 and settled on Lot 121 just south of 
the Airport Road. The Barnard house was enlarged in the 1830's. In 1812, the northern part of the 
farm was deeded to John's son, Rufus Barnard. Rufus, who came back to the valley after serving 
in the War of 1812, married Jemima Kellog in 1814. They had 11 children. John Barnard died in 
1813, his neighbor, Dr. Stephen Pierce, was made the administrator of his estate. The probate court 
promptly gave Dr. Pierce the authorization to sell John Barnard's real estate to satisfy any outstand
ing debts. It was not until 1833, however, that Dr. Pierce sold the estate's remaining 67 acres to 
Rufus Barnard at a public auction. Rufus took over the farmstead. Rufus Barnard enlarged the 
farm by buying land that had been a part of the Heaton farm (later the Matthews farm) 1814- 1866. 
Two of Rufus and Jemima's daughters and two oftheir sons moved out west, leaving three sons in 
Vermont as candidates to take over the farm. 

In June 1866, Rufus Barnard Sr. sold the farm to his son, Rufus H. Barnard. Rufus Barnard Sr. 
was 75 years old at this time and Rufus H. Barnard was 41. Rufus H. Barnard married Mehitabel 
Linfield in 1849. Rufus H. Barnard also got all the personal property and household furnishings. 
Rufus H. Barnard passed the family farm on to his only son, Orlo L. Barnard, in December 1879. 
Rufus and Mehitabel retained a life interest in the estate until their deaths. Rufus H. Barnard was 
55 years old and his son 25 years old when the title was finally transferred. Six months later, Orlo 
L. Barnard married Emma Blake of Northfield. Orlo and Emma had six children while living on 
the farm. Orlo Barnard was a Methodist minister. In 1894, 100 years after John Barnard had es-
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tablished his farmstead it was sold out of the Barnard family to Don Bulkley. This sale included 
livestock, farm tools, and "all the sugar tools and all the wood cut now in the sugar place." Don D. 
andAlma Bulkley owned the farm until 1899. Daniel R. and Fabiola Moriarty purchased the ~arm 
property in 1927 Daniel Moriarty also purchased the saw mill on Shepherd's Brook. The Monarty 
family lived here for many years. In the 1940's, the Barnard house became separated from the sur
rounding farm and was sold as a two acre lot. Much of the farm land was sold to the Turners. 

The house has been occupied by approximately seven different families during this period: 
Buzzell; John and Katie Hoffman; Elsie Boyce and others. In 1990, the original house and two 
acres was purchased by John H. McConnel a resident of Washington, DC.. In 1998, the property 
was purchased by Tom and Jennifer McDonald. A right-of-way between the house and the barn 
was purchased by Albert Turner as well as the barn and land to the north property line.The barn 
has been reinforced in 1999 to preserve the structure and keep it in its original form. Albert Turner 
also purchased 20 acres of the flat pasture land west of the buildings which was also part of the 

Barnard farm. 
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